BONESA'S EFFICIENT LIGHTING INITIATIVE BENEFITS THE ENVIRONMENT

Bonesa, a joint venture under the Eskom Enterprises banner, promotes efficient lighting technologies that will reduce power demand and provide significant environmental benefits while reducing electricity bills for consumers, says Barry Bredenkamp, Marketing Manager of Bonesa, the agency responsible for implementing the effecient lighting programme in South Africa.

Speaking on World Environment Day, June 5, Mr Bredenkamp explains that the ELI aims to transform the South African market from the use of conventional lighting products to efficient lighting technologies. This includes changing to compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) from standard incandescent lamps. 

"Quality CFLs last eight to ten times longer than incandescent lamps, burning for an average of 10 000 hours, and use up to 80% less energy to provide the same lighting levels. When Bonesa meets its target of penetrating the South African market with 31,5 million CFLs over the next decade and a half, calculations show that energy demand will be reduced by more than 810 MW.

"Since coal-fired power stations account for some 94% of South Africa's generation capacity, any reduction in electricity demand through such demand-side measures benefits the environment by reducing associated emissions, or "greenhouse" gases. 

"Calculations show that during its lifetime a CFL used in place of an incandescent bulb saves 432kg of coal and 1 100 litres of water. This is clearly an environmental advantage in a country like South Africa, affected as it is by periodical droughts. 

The ELI could save the environment in the order of:

CO2 emissions – 3.6 Mt / year.

SOx emissions – 29.4 kt / year

NOx emissions – 14.65 kt / year

Water use – 4.8 Gl / year

Coal use – 1.92 Mt/ year

Ash produced – 505 kt / year

"These are highly significant environmental benefits that will improve the lives of presnt and future generations. 

"The ELI programme is funded by the Global Environment Facility ($2,5m) and Eskom, which will contribute an additional R48m over three years. It actively promotes the use of CFLs through customer education, advertising and marketing and is currently focusing on lowering the price of energy efficient bulbs."

Mr Bredenkamp adds that the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is encouraging governments around the globe to observe World Environment Day on June 5, 2001, to increase awareness of national environmental concerns. South Africa is observing Environment Week on June 1-10, 2001, while World Environment Day will be celebrated nationally on June 5. The theme will be "Clean up South Africa for a Better Life". 

"Eskom will support Environment Week from June 5-8, 2001, and its Corporate Environmental Affairs Department has arranged various initiatives. These include the production of a poster reflecting messages from the Environmental Report that will be disseminated throughout the organisation to educate employees on environmental issues."
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