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MEDIA RELEASE

EMBARGO: 16 NOVEMBER 2001 AT 13:00

SA DESIGNERS SET THE PACE WITH CREATIVE DESIGNS 


· Winners of lampshade design competition announced 
· Unique African creativity and originality inspire and impress judges 

The winners of a unique competition aimed at promoting the design of lampshades for energy-saving bulbs, were announced at a prestige awards ceremony in Pretoria today. 

In handing the first prize in the professional category to Mr Robin Scott, Ms Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Minister of Minerals and Energy, congratulated him on his achievement.

Robin, a design engineer from Eskom in Somerset-West, was overcome with surprise and found himself speechless, as he had also won the first prize in this category two years ago. He is a runner-up in this year’s competition as well. 

Robin said: “To say that I am surprised at winning the award for the second time is somewhat of an understatement. I still have this feeling of disbelief, underlined by the fact that I also won the runners-up award. On top of that, Meghan Nott (one of the runners-up in the student category) also comes from my hometown of Somerset West. To this must be added the large number of entries compared to those received in 1999 and the fact that a different panel of judges was used in 2001. I am honoured; I am flattered; and I am very, very pleased.”


Robin says his winning entry, Mafuta, was inspired by taking a rather ordinary industrial fitting (known as ‘well-glass’) and literally turning it upside down to produce a simple, cheap design. Mafuta should retail for about R147.

According to Robin, the origin of the runner-up luminaire, Dark Sky I, lies in a passing interest in astronomy. This design is aimed at outdoor domestic use, for example the lighting of a garden pathway. Dark Sky I should retail for about R147.

The winner in the student category, Mario Papadopoloulos, is a third year student in Product  Design at the Technicon Witwatersrand. According to Mario, his winning luminaire, Enviro Tusk Lamp, was inspired by the huge potential in South Africa to become competitive internationally, with products that speak: ‘African Design: encompassing the cross-pollination between our diverse cultures’.

The runners-up in the student category were:

Vanessa Preston – Art Nouveau Lamp

Ursula Heuschen – Carousel

Johan Walters – POD

August de Wet - #701

Meghan Nott – Open Space

Special commendation for creativity and originality: Chris-Jan Bezuidenhout – Life Sense

A record number of 95 entries was received in Bonesa’s national lampshade design competition this year. According to Mr Barry Bredenkamp, marketing manager, the number of entries received exceeded all expectations. 

“The competition was held for the first time two years ago and we received about 40 entries, which proves that there is a need in the market for a competition such as this,” he said. “This year, however, we were stunned by the interest and the innovative and creative designs that we received from across the entire country.” 

The competition is presented in two categories: a professional and a student category. Entrants had to comply with strict competition rules and had to construct a model, provide a technical description of the design (including a budget), and also think up a name for their entry. Entries were received from Cape Town, Benoni, Pretoria, Hermanus and Johannesburg, among other places. Universities, design schools and technicons from across the country also entered. Names for the lights included ‘Jack-in-the-box’, ‘Can-Can’, ‘Fanta-Cee’, ‘Star Lite’, ‘Autumn Light’, ‘Oudenuutwa’ and ‘Bits and Pieces.’

The prize of R10 000 in the professional category was sponsored by Osram, while Voltex (Philips SA) sponsored the second prizes of R4 000 (individual winner) and the prizes of the runners-up (R1 000 each) in the student category. The winner in the professional category could take home a floating trophy, while the runner-up won lights to the value of R2 000 for his or her home with the compliments of General Electric.

On 5 October an adjudication panel comprising 16 representatives of all interested parties in the lighting and design industry had the daunting task of selecting the best lights. The criteria for this year’s competition included whether the design was innovative and unique, whether it was cost efficient, whether it increased the effective consumption of energy, the marketing potential of the lamp, whether it was environmentally friendly, the degree to which the manufacture of the lamp would encourage job creation and whether it was aesthetically pleasing to the eye. 

“We were pleasantly surprised by the quality, originality and enthusiasm with which professional and student designers entered this year’s competition. Through this competition, we aim to encourage the design of lampshades for energy-saving lights in households, and to show the world what South African designers are capable of,” said Mr Bredenkamp.
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